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Abstract 

This article explores the role of Islamic philanthropy 

education in shaping the social and economic character in 

society through the integration of the values of zakat, sadaqah, 

and waqf into the educational curriculum. The aim of this 

research is to analyze how philanthropic education can equip 

students with a better understanding of social responsibility and 

resource management. Utilizing a qualitative literature-based 

research approach, this methodology focuses on analyzing 

existing literature, scholarly articles, and relevant documents to 

explore how the integration of Islamic philanthropy values into 

the educational curriculum can influence the development of 

social and economic character. The results of the study indicate 

that the integration of these values into the curriculum not only 

enhances students' social awareness but also prepares them to 

become economically responsible individuals. Furthermore, 

this research finds that philanthropy education can create a 

more solidarity-driven environment in society, strengthening 

care for others and increasing participation in social activities. 
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These findings highlight the importance of Islamic 

philanthropy education in character development among the 

younger generation.  

Keywords: Islamic philanthropy education, zakat, sadaqah, 

waqf, curriculum integration, social character building, 

economic empowerment. 

 

Introduction 

The urgency of philanthropy education in Islam is 

underscored by the foundational role that charitable acts play 

within the faith. Islamic teachings emphasize the importance of 

philanthropy through various forms such as zakat, infaq, 

sadaqah, and waqf, which are not merely acts of charity but 

integral components of a Muslim's faith and social 

responsibility. These practices foster a culture of generosity and 

community support, which are essential in addressing social 

inequalities and promoting economic empowerment among the 

less fortunate.1 

Philanthropy in Islam is deeply rooted in the concept of 

social justice and the moral obligation to assist those in need. 

The Qur'an and Hadith provide clear directives on the 

significance of giving, which is seen as a means to purify one's 

wealth and soul. This ethical framework encourages Muslims to 

engage in philanthropy not only as a religious duty but also as a 

pathway to personal and communal development. The act of 

giving is portrayed as a reflection of one's faith and a means to 

cultivate a sense of empathy and solidarity within the 

community.2 

                                                             
1 Ahmad, U. S. (2022). Zakat, Infak, Sedekah, Wakaf dalam 

Filantropi Islam. YASIN, 2(5), 749–761. 

https://doi.org/10.58578/yasin.v2i5.1048 
2 Meidina, A. R., & Mokan, Z. A.-M. (2023). Shifting Meaning: 

Islamic Philanthropy According to the View of Muhammadiyah. Journal of 
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Social and economic inequality remains a significant 

challenge within various Muslim communities, despite the 

foundational Islamic teachings that emphasize solidarity, social 

justice, and welfare. Islamic principles advocate for a fair 

distribution of wealth and resources, primarily through 

mechanisms such as zakat (almsgiving), waqf (endowment), 

and sadaqah (charity). These forms of philanthropy are not 

merely acts of charity but are integral to the socio-economic 

fabric of Muslim societies, aimed at alleviating poverty and 

promoting social equity.3 

The concept of zakat, in particular, has been 

reconceptualized in recent years as a vital tool for achieving 

socioeconomic justice rather than just a religious obligation. 

This shift highlights the potential of zakat to address systemic 

inequalities and provide financial support to the 

underprivileged, thereby fostering a more equitable society. 

Moreover, the integration of waqf into community development 

initiatives has shown promise in creating sustainable economic 

opportunities, as it allows for the investment of charitable assets 

into projects that benefit the community at large. 

Zakat, as one of the five pillars of Islam, serves as a 

mandatory form of almsgiving that directly contributes to the 

welfare of the community, including educational initiatives. It is 

designed to redistribute wealth and alleviate poverty, thereby 

enabling access to education for the underprivileged. Sadaqah, 

which refers to voluntary charity, complements zakat by 

providing additional resources for educational initiatives. It 

                                                                                                                                  
Islamic Economics and Philanthropy, 6(1), 29. 

https://doi.org/10.21111/jiep.v6i1.9283 
3 Nugraha, A. L., Susilo, A., Huda, M., Athoillah, M. A., & 

Rochman, C. (2022). Waqf Literacy: The Dynamics of Waqf in Indonesia. 
Journal of Islamic Economics and Finance Studies, 3(2), 102. 

https://doi.org/10.47700/jiefes.v3i2.5082 
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encourages individuals to contribute beyond their obligatory 

duties, fostering a culture of generosity that can lead to 

substantial financial support for educational programs. The 

integration of sadaqah into educational financing not only 

addresses immediate financial needs but also promotes the 

long-term sustainability of educational institutions. Waqf, or 

endowment, represents a unique and enduring form of Islamic 

philanthropy that has historically been instrumental in 

establishing and maintaining educational institutions. The waqf 

system allows for the donation of assets to be used for 

charitable purposes, including education, thereby creating a 

sustainable source of funding.4 

The historical significance of these philanthropic 

instruments is further underscored by their potential to address 

contemporary challenges in education. The integration of zakat, 

sadaqah, and waqf into modern educational frameworks can 

revitalize the tradition of philanthropy within Islamic education, 

promoting a more equitable and accessible educational 

landscape. Moreover, innovative approaches to managing these 

funds, such as digital platforms for fundraising and transparent 

reporting mechanisms, can enhance their effectiveness and 

reach.5 

The integration of Islamic philanthropy values, 

specifically zakat, sadaqah, and waqf, into educational curricula 

is essential for fostering social and economic character within 

                                                             
4 Hendra, H., Yousaf, E. M., & Rohaya, A. Y. (2023). Understanding 

the Intersection of Waqf and Pesantren Culture: A Study on Local Wisdom. 

Al Mabhats : Jurnal Penelitian Sosial Agama, 8(2), 167–182. 

https://doi.org/10.47766/almabhats.v8i2.2068 
5 Rahman Ramadhan, A., Rosyalqin Azri, S., & Rasyid Ridha, M. 

(2023). Strategies and Innovations in the Management of ZISWAF Funds 

through Digital Platforms for Sustainable Community Development. 
Proceeding of International Conference on Islamic Philantrophy, 1, 81–91. 

https://doi.org/10.24090/icip.v1i1.305 
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communities. This integration not only aligns with Islamic 

teachings but also addresses contemporary socio-economic 

challenges faced by communities, particularly in regions where 

poverty and educational disparities are prevalent. 

Islamic philanthropy encompasses a range of charitable 

practices that are deeply rooted in Islamic teachings, promoting 

social welfare and community empowerment. Zakat, as one of 

the Five Pillars of Islam, serves as a mandatory form of 

almsgiving aimed at redistributing wealth and alleviating 

poverty. Effective zakat distribution can significantly impact 

educational funding and community development, as evidenced 

by initiatives in Indonesia where zakat is utilized to support 

educational institutions and provide scholarships for 

underprivileged students. Furthermore, sadaqah and waqf 

contribute to the sustainability of these efforts by providing 

ongoing financial support for educational programs and 

community projects. 

The role of waqf is particularly crucial as it allows for the 

establishment of long-term funding mechanisms for educational 

institutions. Research indicates that waqf can enhance 

educational quality and accessibility, especially when combined 

with local wisdom and community involvement. For instance, 

the integration of waqf into educational frameworks has been 

shown to improve not only the infrastructure of educational 

institutions but also the overall educational outcomes for 

students. This is particularly relevant in Islamic boarding 

schools (pesantren), where waqf funds are often used to support 

educational programs and provide resources for students.6 

                                                             
6 Hasnadi, H. (2023). Integrated Education System: a Local Wisdom-

Based Education Model for Building Student’s Character. International 
Journal of Educational Research & Social Sciences, 4(3), 544–553. 

https://doi.org/10.51601/ijersc.v4i3.662 
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Integrating the values of zakat, Sadaqah, and Waqf into 

educational curricula is a strategic approach to building social 

and economic character within communities. This initiative 

promotes individual compliance with these practices and 

enhances the overall effectiveness of philanthropic efforts 

aimed at poverty alleviation and community development. The 

evidence from various studies supports the notion that such 

educational interventions can lead to significant social benefits, 

thereby reinforcing the importance of Islamic philanthropy in 

contemporary society. Many studies on zakat, sadaqah, and 

waqf focus on financial aspects, but few discuss how these 

values can be effectively integrated into the educational 

curriculum to build social and economic character. This 

research offers a new contribution by connecting Islamic 

philanthropy education with the development of community 

character. This research aims to uncover how the values of 

Islamic philanthropy (zakat, sadaqah, and waqf) can be 

effectively integrated into the Islamic education curriculum 

 

Research Method 

The research method for the study titled "Islamic 

Philanthropy Education: Integrating the Values of Zakat, 

Sadaqah, and Waqf into the Curriculum to Build Social and 

Economic Character in the Community" will employ a 

qualitative library research approach. This methodology focuses 

on the analysis of existing literature, scholarly articles, and 

relevant documents to explore how the integration of Islamic 

philanthropy values into educational curricula can influence 

social and economic character development. By reviewing 

various sources, including academic journals, books, and case 

studies, the research aims to gather comprehensive insights into 

the theoretical frameworks and practical applications of Zakat, 

Sadaqah, and Waqf in educational settings. This approach 
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allows for a thorough examination of the existing knowledge 

base and identifies gaps that the current research can address. 

In conducting this qualitative library research, thematic 

analysis will be utilized to categorize and interpret the data 

collected from the literature. This involves identifying key 

themes related to the impact of Islamic philanthropy education 

on students' understanding of financial management and wealth 

distribution. The research will also assess how these educational 

practices contribute to building social responsibility and 

community engagement among students. By synthesizing 

findings from various studies, such as those by Raimi et al.7 

The research will provide a nuanced understanding of the role 

of Islamic philanthropy in shaping the character of students and 

its broader implications for community development. This 

method not only highlights the importance of integrating these 

values into the curriculum but also emphasizes the potential for 

fostering a generation of socially conscious individuals 

committed to economic justice and community welfare. 

 

Result and Discussion 

A. Strategies for Integrating the Values of Zakat, Sadaqah, 

and Waqf into the Islamic Education Curriculum 

Integrating the values of Zakat, Sadaqah, and Waqf into 

the Islamic education curriculum requires a multifaceted 

approach that emphasizes both theoretical understanding and 

practical application. These three pillars of Islamic 

philanthropy are essential for social welfare and serve as 

                                                             
7 Raimi, L., Patel, A., & Adelopo, I. (2014). Corporate social 

responsibility, Waqf system and Zakat system as faith-based model for 

poverty reduction. World Journal of Entrepreneurship, Management and 
Sustainable Development, 10(3), 228–242. 

https://doi.org/10.1108/WJEMSD-09-2013-0052 
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foundational elements in character education and community 

development. 

One effective strategy is to embed the principles of Zakat, 

Sadaqah, and Waqf within the curriculum through 

interdisciplinary learning. This can be achieved by 

incorporating case studies and real-life examples that illustrate 

how these concepts operate in society. Halim emphasizes the 

importance of integrating cultural elements into the Islamic 

education curriculum, which can facilitate a deeper 

understanding of these philanthropic practices. Furthermore, 

the management of Zakat, Sadaqah, and Waqf funds can be 

taught through digital platforms, as highlighted by Ramadhan 

et al., who argue that innovative management strategies can 

enhance community development and engagement. 

Character education is another critical area where these 

values can be integrated. Iqbal discusses the challenges and 

opportunities in implementing character education based on 

Islamic values, stressing the importance of preparing students 

to embody integrity and responsibility. By focusing on the 

ethical dimensions of Zakat, Sadaqah, and Waqf, educators can 

cultivate a sense of social responsibility among students, 

encouraging them to actively participate in community service 

and philanthropy. 

Moreover, the curriculum can include practical 

components such as service-learning projects that allow 

students to engage directly with Zakat, Sadaqah, and Waqf 

initiatives. This hands-on approach not only reinforces 

theoretical knowledge but also fosters empathy and a 

commitment to social justice. Research indicates that students 

who participate in such initiatives develop a stronger 
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understanding of the impact of their contributions on societal 

welfare.8 

In addition, the curriculum should address the governance 

and management of these philanthropic tools. Kamaruddin and 

Hanefah highlight the importance of effective governance 

practices in Waqf institutions, which can serve as a model for 

students to understand the significance of accountability and 

transparency in charitable activities. By incorporating lessons 

on governance, students can learn how to ensure that Zakat, 

Sadaqah, and Waqf are managed effectively to maximize their 

impact on poverty alleviation and community development.9 

Lastly, integrating technology into the curriculum can 

enhance the learning experience. Digital platforms for Zakat 

and Waqf management can be explored, as they provide 

innovative solutions for fundraising and resource allocation. 

This not only prepares students for modern challenges in 

philanthropy but also aligns with the global shift towards 

digitalization in education. Integrating the values of Zakat, 

Sadaqah, and Waqf into the Islamic education curriculum 

involves a comprehensive strategy that combines 

interdisciplinary learning, character education, practical 

engagement, governance, and technological innovation. By 

adopting these strategies, educational institutions can cultivate 

a generation of socially responsible individuals who are 

equipped to contribute positively to their communities. 

                                                             
8 Dwi Saputra, A., Rahmatia, A., & Muslimah, M. (2021). How far 

are the benefits of the Islamic Philanthropy and Social Entrepreneurship 

movement? El-Qish: Journal of Islamic Economics, 1(1), 11–24. 

https://doi.org/10.33830/elqish.v1i1.1673.2021 
9 Razak, S. H. A. (2020). Zakat and waqf as instrument of Islamic 

wealth in poverty alleviation and redistribution. International Journal of 
Sociology and Social Policy, 40(3/4), 249–266. 

https://doi.org/10.1108/IJSSP-11-2018-0208 
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Integrating the values of Zakat, Sadaqah, and Waqf into 

the Islamic education curriculum is essential for fostering a 

comprehensive understanding of Islamic philanthropy among 

students. This integration can be approached through various 

strategies that not only enhance the educational framework but 

also promote social responsibility and economic empowerment 

within the community. 

One effective strategy is the establishment of dedicated 

programs within Islamic educational institutions, such as 

pesantren (Islamic boarding schools), that focus on the practical 

applications of Zakat, Sadaqah, and Waqf. emphasizes that 

Islamic boarding schools possess significant resources and can 

play a pivotal role in economic development by creating 

targeted programs for Zakat management. Such initiatives can 

empower students to engage in community service and 

understand the impact of their contributions on local 

economies. Furthermore, the integration of these values into the 

curriculum can enhance students' compliance with Zakat 

obligations, as indicated by Setianingsih et al. who found that 

an Islamic educational background positively influences 

individuals' understanding and application of Zakat in their 

daily lives. 

Moreover, the curriculum should incorporate the 

historical and socio-economic significance of Waqf, which has 

traditionally been utilized for various community services, 

including education, healthcare, and infrastructure 

development. Lamido and Haneef  highlight the need for a 

renewed focus on Waqf as a tool for socioeconomic 

development, suggesting that educational programs should 

cover its historical context and contemporary applications. By 

doing so, students can appreciate the multifaceted role of Waqf 

in fostering community welfare and economic stability. 
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In addition to theoretical knowledge, practical 

engagement through community projects can further reinforce 

the values of Zakat, Sadaqah, and Waqf. For instance, 

educational institutions can collaborate with Zakat 

Management Organizations (ZMOs) to implement community 

development programs that utilize Zakat funds for sustainable 

initiatives. As noted by Syahputra, ZMOs can serve as pillars of 

social development, and their collaboration with educational 

institutions can enhance the effectiveness of higher education 

management. This partnership can provide students with hands-

on experience in managing Zakat resources, thereby instilling a 

sense of responsibility and accountability. 

Furthermore, the integration of digital platforms for 

managing Zakat and Waqf can be a crucial aspect of modern 

Islamic education. The rise of technology offers innovative 

ways to engage students and the community in philanthropic 

activities. Ramadhan et al. discuss the importance of leveraging 

digital tools for the management of Zakat and Waqf funds, 

which can facilitate transparency and efficiency in resource 

allocation. By incorporating digital literacy into the curriculum, 

students can learn to navigate these platforms, enhancing their 

skills in financial management and community engagement. 

Integrating the values of Zakat, Sadaqah, and Waqf into 

the Islamic education curriculum requires a multifaceted 

approach that combines theoretical knowledge, practical 

engagement, and technological innovation. By doing so, 

educational institutions can cultivate a generation of socially 

responsible individuals who are equipped to contribute 

positively to their communities and uphold the principles of 

Islamic philanthropy.  
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B. The Impact of Islamic Philanthropy Education on the 

Development of Students' Social and Economic 

Character 

The concepts of Zakat, Sadaqah, and Waqf, when 

effectively taught through education, can significantly shape 

the social character of students. These Islamic philanthropic 

principles promote a sense of community responsibility and 

instill values of empathy, generosity, and social justice among 

learners. The integration of these concepts into the educational 

curriculum can be approached through various strategies that 

emphasize their practical applications and societal impacts. 

One of the primary ways to teach these concepts is 

through experiential learning, where students engage in 

community service projects that involve the distribution of 

Zakat, Sadaqah, and the management of Waqf. highlights that 

individuals prefer to contribute to Zakat agencies that 

demonstrate transparency and efficiency in fund distribution. 

By involving students in such initiatives, they can witness 

firsthand how their contributions can alleviate poverty and 

support community development. This hands-on experience 

fosters a deeper understanding of the importance of these acts 

of charity and encourages students to take an active role in their 

communities. 

Moreover, the curriculum can include discussions on the 

socio-economic roles of Waqf, as noted by Medias et al. By 

analyzing case studies and examples of successful Waqf 

projects, students can learn how these initiatives contribute to 

poverty reduction and social welfare. This understanding can 

motivate students to advocate for and participate in Waqf 

initiatives, thereby reinforcing their commitment to social 

justice and community empowerment. 

In addition to practical engagement, the incorporation of 

technology in teaching these concepts can enhance students' 
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learning experiences. Ramadhan et al. emphasize the role of 

digital platforms in managing Zakat, Sadaqah, and Waqf funds, 

which can facilitate sustainable community development. By 

integrating technology into the curriculum, students can learn 

how to utilize digital tools for fundraising and resource 

management, equipping them with essential skills for future 

philanthropic endeavors. This not only modernizes the 

approach to Islamic philanthropy but also aligns with the 

interests of younger generations who are increasingly tech-

savvy. 

Fostering a culture of trust and accountability in the 

management of Zakat and Waqf is crucial for shaping the social 

character of students. As highlighted by Razak, the proper 

governance of these funds is essential for their effectiveness in 

poverty alleviation. By teaching students about the importance 

of transparency and ethical management in philanthropic 

activities, they can become responsible stewards of resources 

and advocates for ethical practices in their communities. 

The integration of Zakat, Sadaqah, and Waqf into the 

educational curriculum can profoundly influence the social 

character of students. Through experiential learning, 

technological engagement, ethical discussions, and a focus on 

transparency, students can develop a strong sense of social 

responsibility and a commitment to contributing positively to 

their communities. This holistic approach not only prepares 

them to be active participants in Islamic philanthropy but also 

cultivates a generation that values empathy, generosity, and 

social justice. 

Islamic philanthropy education plays a crucial role in 

equipping students with an understanding of financial 

management and wealth distribution through instruments such 

as Zakat, Sadaqah, and Waqf. By integrating these concepts 

into the educational curriculum, students not only learn about 
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the theoretical aspects of Islamic finance but also gain practical 

skills that can influence their financial behavior and decision-

making processes. 

One of the primary ways Islamic philanthropy education 

fosters financial literacy is through the promotion of financial 

management principles. As highlighted by Hs  students who 

receive education about financial literacy become more rational 

in their financial decisions. This education encompasses 

essential topics such as budgeting, saving, and investment, 

which are vital for effective wealth management. By 

understanding the principles of Zakat, Sadaqah, and Waqf, 

students learn how these instruments can be utilized to manage 

their finances responsibly while fulfilling their religious 

obligations. For instance, Zakat serves as a means of wealth 

redistribution, encouraging students to allocate a portion of 

their income to those in need, thus fostering a sense of social 

responsibility and community welfare. 

Moreover, the integration of Islamic financial literacy 

into the curriculum can significantly impact students' 

understanding of wealth distribution. Suseno et al. emphasize 

the importance of increasing literacy among micro, small, and 

medium enterprises (MSMEs) to enhance their financial 

management capabilities. By educating students about the role 

of Zakat and Sadaqah in supporting MSMEs and community 

development, they can appreciate how their contributions can 

lead to economic empowerment and poverty alleviation. This 

understanding can motivate students to actively participate in 

philanthropic activities, thereby reinforcing the importance of 

wealth distribution in achieving social equity. 

Additionally, the concept of Waqf provides students with 

insights into long-term financial planning and investment for 

social good. Discusses the potential of Waqf in financing 

essential sectors such as education and agriculture, highlighting 
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its role in sustainable development. By learning about Waqf, 

students can understand how to create and manage endowments 

that can provide ongoing support for community initiatives. 

This knowledge not only enhances their financial literacy but 

also instills a sense of stewardship and accountability in 

managing communal resources.10 

Furthermore, the use of technology in Islamic 

philanthropy education can enhance students' understanding of 

financial management. that micro Waqf banks can serve as 

educational platforms that provide financial advice and support 

to community members. By engaging with these digital 

financial institutions, students can learn about modern financial 

tools and strategies that align with Islamic principles. This 

exposure can empower them to make informed financial 

decisions and encourage them to advocate for ethical financial 

practices within their communities. 

Islamic philanthropy education equips students with a 

comprehensive understanding of financial management and 

wealth distribution through Zakat, Sadaqah, and Waqf. By 

integrating these concepts into the curriculum, students develop 

essential skills that promote responsible financial behavior and 

social responsibility. This education not only prepares them to 

navigate their financial futures but also empowers them to 

contribute positively to their communities, fostering a culture 

of giving and economic justice. 

 

Conclusion 

In conclusion, Islamic Philanthropy Education: 

Integrating the Values of Zakat, Sadaqah, and Waqf into the 

Curriculum to Build Social and Economic Character in the 

                                                             
10 Sukmana, R. (2020). Critical assessment of Islamic endowment 

funds (Waqf) literature: lesson for government and future directions. 

Heliyon, 6(10), e05074. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.heliyon.2020.e05074 
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Community underscores the vital role that education plays in 

shaping socially responsible individuals. By embedding the 

values of zakat, sadaqah, and waqf into the curriculum, students 

are taught not only religious obligations but also the 

significance of giving back to the community. This education 

fosters empathy, generosity, and a strong sense of social justice, 

helping to mold students into compassionate individuals who 

understand the importance of supporting those in need and 

contributing to the well-being of society. 

Moreover, integrating these philanthropic values into 

education also enhances students' economic awareness and 

financial literacy. Understanding the principles of wealth 

distribution through zakat, sadaqah, and waqf equips students 

with practical knowledge on managing resources responsibly. 

This, in turn, prepares them to become contributors to a fair and 

balanced economy. Thus, Islamic philanthropy education not 

only builds individual character but also strengthens the 

community by promoting solidarity, equity, and sustainable 

development.  
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